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Coming to Japan and realizing the country is blessed with 4 seasons;
spring, summer, fall and winter is truly fascinating, and | was excitedly
waiting to witness all these seasons.
The most unique thing about these seasons is that each brings special
and colourful flowers blooming, blossoming, etc.
The Hanami, the tradition of cherry blossom viewing, was an astonishing &
beauty to behold. Viewing the Hanami around the Hikone Castle added =
a glamour of culture and nature, making it a charming spectacle for me. .,
Learning about Hikone City, the castle, the water moats, Hikonyan, the '
gardens and its environs was breathtaking. ‘
Kusatsu International Friendship Association (KIFA) has sincerely made
my life in Japan more fun and easier through learning Japanese, meeting
new people, learning various cultures and traditions, and having fun
visiting and touring Shiga and Kyoto Prefectures and environs.
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Participating in the Lake Biwa experiential tour organized
by KIFA was an incredibly enjoyable experience. Despite
the slightly rainy weather, my enthusiasm was not
dampened in the slightest. | felt a strong sense of
camaraderie and a family-like connection with everyone
involved. It was more than just a typical tour; it felt like a
family outing.
The participants ranged from all age groups, making it
feel as though | was on an excursion with my younger
siblings, older siblings, parents, and even grandparents.
| felt a sense of peace and tranquility as we rode the
boat in the middle of Lake Biwa, surrounded by the
beautiful, mist-covered mountains. The scenery was
truly breathtaking. | also had the opportunity to taste
some delicious fish, which was a delightful experience.
Additionally, making a keychain from pearls was a
precious experience that | will cherish.
My educational background is in Fisheries and Marine
Sciences from a university in Indonesia, which made me
particularly excited about all the water-related activities.
The tour allowed me to connect with nature and people
in a meaningful way, enhancing both my personal and
professional interests.
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In spite of the weather, | really enjoyed the Bus Tour. It
was amazing that | could catch the eel at the Eri fishing.
And Wakasagi Tempuras they cooked there was so
yummy. Also it was a precious experience for us to know
various things about the Lake Biwa Pearl, especially the
process of making it, which my sister and | wanted to
know. That’s why | recommend this trip. It’s super fun.
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